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PACK
FACIAL

FOR ONLY $98
For the month of June 

book a 30 minute 
ASAP BLISS FACIAL 

and receive an ASAP 
cleanse + refine pack 

containing two full size 
essential products

Suite 5/610 Ruthven Street
Toowoomba QLD 4350

info@angesbeautie.com.au

ph 0431 421 259

Freneau 
Park's old 
boys recall 
bygone era

IT WAS the Second World War 
that brought the Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart to Toowoomba, 
and it was economic necessity that 
made them leave.

In the 22 years they were here, 
they educated hundreds of prima-
ry school-aged boys in a boarding 
school which took in children from 
across Queensland and Australia’s 
Pacific neighbours.

Once it moved from temporary 
wartime accommodation on The 
Range, Toowoomba’s Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart convent school 

became known as Freneau Park 
College.

It filled a block between Hursley 
and Glenvale roads and Greenwattle 
and Hampton streets, and while a 
few documents seem to be all that 
remains of the school that closed its 
doors in December 1964, it is alive 
in the memories of many of its past 
students.

One of them is Jim Nolan, who 
recalls plenty of happy times at the 
school, like movies on Sunday nights, 
and climbing the Queensland nut tree 
on the school grounds.

“And we played rugby union and 
rugby league too — I think her name 
was Sister Carmelita that coached us 

Micahel Wheatley (left) and Jim Nolan reminisce about schooldays at Freneau Pines 
Park, once part of the college grounds.

The convent at Freneau Park College was located off Hampton Street.

You Can’t Buy Better
Than Betros Bros!

Cnr Railway &
Russell St
Toowoomba
Open 7 Days &
Late Night Thursday

507 Ruthven St
Toowoomba
Open 5 1/2 Days
Gifts Baskets &
Deliveries
4632 2138

Cnr Drayton &
Condamine Sts, 
Dalby
Open 7 Days &
Late Night 
Thursday

Specials Available till 

Sunday 9th June

Sweet Juicy Kiwi Fruit
(Good size)

Sweet Corn
(Large Cobs)

Large Fresh Wombok
(Locally-grown Chinese Cabbage)

Heinz Soups 420gr
(varieties)

Sweet Juicy Mandarins
(Easy Peel Imperials)

Large White Cauliflowers
(Premium)

Sweet Juicy Navel Oranges & 
Crisp Granny Smith Apples

Continental Cucumbers
(Low-acid edible skin)

Arnotts Tim Tams etc
(175-200gr)

Primo Economy Bacon
(1kg pack)

Large Fresh Celery
(Locally Grown)

Creamy Avocadoes
(Good size)Sweet Juicy Pears

Cherry Tomatoes
(Sweet Eating)

Moro Extra Virgin Olive OIl
(500ml)

Giant 1.25kg Choc Lamingtons
(Quality Desserts - Toowoomba)

4 for $1

4 for $2 99c ea

$1.59 ea

99c can

$1.99/kg

$1.99 each 99c/kg

2 for $399c/kg

2 punnets for $3

$1.99 Bunch

$1.99pkt $2.99 bottle

$4.99pkt $3.99 pkt

SAVE 98c

SAVE 98c

SAVE $1 
PER KG

SAVE $1

SAVE $1

 
DOOR-

BUSTA!

      SAVE 60c

SAVE $1.96

SAVE $1.40

   BARGAIN!

    SAVE $1
PER KG

  
SAVE $2

     SAVE $1
PER KG

CHEAP!
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DOOR-
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Gluten Free - Huge Range at Affordable Prices

in the league, and she did alright at it 
too,” Mr Nolan said.

Classmate Michael Wheatley 
remembers one of the nuns “rolling 

up the habit” and running down the 
pitch to teach the boys the art of over-
arm bowling.

“The Toowoomba Prep School was 
our competition and they used to flog 
us,” Mr Wheatley said.

Mr Wheatley came from the 
Solomon Islands, and spent three 
years at Freneau Park before going on 
to Downlands College.

“We used to poke fun at the nuns 
— call them crows and all that — but 
they looked after all us kids from 
Grade 1 or 2,” he said.

“They looked after me when I had 
malaria; they were angels, really.”

The school also had boarders 
from Brisbane, including the seven 
Richards boys from Scarborough.

“Our eldest brother Bill had asthma 
as a child and someone said the cli-
mate in Toowoomba would be better 
for him, so we all ended up going to 
Freneau Park, and then Downlands,” 
Peter Richards said.

Mick Donohoe and his broth-

er grew up on a property north of 
Oakey, and boarded at Freneau Park 
in the 1950s as an alternative to doing 
correspondence school.

He remembers swimming les-
sons at St Mary’s, driving the school 
farm’s Ferguson tractor (“even 
though there were a few mishaps”) 
and the school’s commercial dairy.

“While I was there, they bought 
another 20 or 30 acres.  I remember 
us praying that we’d get it at auction, 
and we did,” Mr Donohoe said.

 In the 1950s, Kev Carmody and 
his brother went from their home 
west of Dalby to Freneau Park.

“The church had a role in placing 
us in Freneau Park,” Mr Carmody 
said.

Mr Carmody, now one of 
Australia’s leading indigenous singer/
songwriters, said he and the other 
aboriginal boys were allowed — like 
the rest of the students— to go home 
for holidays.

“We had constant contact with our 
family, so in that respect we were not 
part of the Stolen Generation.  

“Needless to say Mum and Dad 
were not happy with the arrangement 
but they had no choice.”

Other notable past students include 
Hong Kong-based racehorse trainer 
John Size and Clem and Gary Gair, 
sons of 1950s Queensland Premier 
Vince Gair.

Following the school’s closure and 
the transfer of its sisters to other 
OLSH schools, Freneau Park was 
sold at auction to raise money for the 
order to continue its work elsewhere.

The winning bidder was Clive 
Berghofer, who cut up the land into 
more than 350 blocks in the Freneau 
Pines Estate housing development.

 “The church stood me $90,000 
at bank interest over three years so I 
could buy it, and I had to put the other 
$45,000 in,” Mr Berghofer said.  

The buildings were removed and 
some went to Downlands and St 
Thomas More’s schools.

Next year will mark the 50th 
anniversary of Freneau Park’s 
closure.  If you have any infor-
mation about the school or are 
interested in attending a reunion 
in Toowoomba in 2014, email Peter 
Richards at rich@rdsbros.com.au 
or Downlands College at dpsu@
downlands.qld.edu.au.  To read 
more about Freneau Park, go to 
www.rdsbros.com.au

By Liz Wells
liz.wells@toowoombatelegraph.com

About OLSH College
IN 1928, the OLSH Boys’ College 
moved from Corinda to Whinstanes, 
near the Brisbane River in what is 
now Eagle Farm. The suburb was 
close to major petrol storages and 
therefore declared a danger zone, 
and the sisters received orders from 
the military to relocate the board-
ing school. The sisters and around 
40 boys moved to The Range, and 
in May 1947, they moved to Freneau 
Park, named in honour of the order’s 
Mother Superior, Florence Freneau.
Army surplus buildings provided a 
dormitory, wash-house and class-
rooms and chapel, where mass was 
conducted by priests or brothers from 
St Patrick’s Cathedral or Downlands 
College.
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